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effort to gain the right to prefer a seat in the lower House-Perhaps he wished merely to provide for a subsequent mishap. However, he was young then, and rather than illustrate a constitutional difficulty it only revealed him to be a studious self-improver. He would have wanted to rub shoulders against all the useless debating standards of the intellectually brilliant. He never had the reticence of a figure that the House of Lords would cherish. He would not see that in a time of crisis no one could be better than a peer, provided he maintained the traditions of the territorial ruler. The fact that he could have neglected the dialectics of the House of Commons would only have endeared him to the working classes, who still prefer leaders to routines. Even in 1923 the names of Lord Derby and the Duke of Devonshire were mentioned. The House of Lords was not a serious bar. The choice was very meagre but very obvious.
During the week-end that the world discussed the ill-fortune of Mr* Bonar Law he was visited by Mr. Baldwin at Chequers. The King was at Aldershot and returned to London early on the Monday morning. Lord Curzon returned on Tuesday with a letter from Lord Stamfordham stating that he wished to visit him.   At Paddington a crowd of Press photographers besieged him, and at Carlton House Terrace the interest was the same. All the while Mr, Baldwin was in London awaiting his summons to the King.  Many people felt by that time that he would be selected but the public interest in him was not widespread-   At 2.30 Lord Stamfordham called on Lord Curzon and the famous interview took place, which shattered all that great statesman's dreams and aspirations.   The House of Lords bogey was dragged up as an excuse-   If it was genuine Lord Curzon indeed had a grudge: if not, the bald fact that Mr. Baldwin had been preferred to him could not have sweetened the gall.   He was prostrated by the decision, and the whole centre of his life seemed torn from within him. He wanted even then to make a plea for a peer to be considered.  It